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International
Labour
Organization

Mr. Srinivas B. Reddy
| Country Director
ILO Country Office for Bangladesh

Message

In the aftermath of the Rana Plaza disaster, the International Labour Organization (ILO) collaborated closely with the Government of Bangladesh, employers
and workers organizations, civil society and international brands and retailers to enhance safety in the RMG sector.

ILO subsequently launched a major programme in September 2013 funded by Canada, the Netherlands and the United Kingdoem to improve RMG working
conditions. This initiative includes major safety-related components aimed at enhancing building integrity, boosting the capacity of the labour inspectorate
and enhancing OSH awareness, capacity and systems.

Over the past three years considerable progress has been made. All RMG factories have been inspected for structural, fire and electrical safely with those
posing an imminent danger to workers closed. Of these, 1,549 were carried out by the national initiative supported by ILO with a further 2,083 inspected by
the Accord and Alliance.

A culture of Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) is being built with some 6,500 mid-level RMG managers trained by the Bangladesh Employers Federation
to pass on OSH skills to almost 800,000 workers. A network of over 2,700 members from the National Coordination-Committee for Worker Education
(NCCWE) and IndustriALL Bangladesh Council trade unions have also been given OSH training.

The ILO/IFC Better Work programme is helping improve working conditions and productivity in some 100 factories. As part of their tasks, Belter Work
advisors work with factories to help enhance awareness of safety among the management and workforce.

ILO has also worked closely with DIFE to enhance its operational capacity. A more effective and efficient DIFE will make a huge contribution to enhancing
OSH in Bangladesh, not only in the RMG sector but across every industry.

While progress has certainly been made, much still remains to be done. Remediation work of RMG factories should to be carried out without delay. Another
priority is the establishment of Safety Committees in all factories with over 50 workers which will make a major contribution to workplace safety.

I congratulate DIFE on organising this first National OSH Day and the Government of Bangladesh and all our partners for their hard work over the past three
years. This is the perfect time to reflect on what has been achieved and to energise all our efforts to ensure safe workplaces and Decent Work for each and
every worker.



Donors Message

On behalf of the governments of Canada, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom we are pleased to be supporting the first ever Occupational Safety
and Health (OSH) Day celebrations here in Bangladesh.

Every worker has the right to a safe workplace. A major step towards achieving this goal is to create wider awareness about occupational safety and health
as well as the rights and obligations of workers, managers and owners alike.

Itis therefore fitting that the Department of Inspection for Factories and Establishments is holding a series of activities around Bangladesh to mark Interna-
tional Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) day.

Workplace safety here in Bangladesh matters greatly to us. Consumers in our countries as well as many others around the world are intensely interested
in the conditions in which their clothes are produced. They look for garments and other products, sourced from factories where they believe workers have
safe conditions and where their rights are respected.

Over the past three years, Bangladesh has made good progress in enhancing workplace safety in the RMG sector through inspections and remediation
of factories. Through our collaboration with ILO, Canada, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom are helping establish an OSH culture in order to
improve and maintain workplace safety. Managers,.workers and trade union organizers have been trained. The labour inspectorate has been strength-
ened while OSH training materials have also been developed.

A safer, fairer industry will also provide a far firmer foundation for further growth as well as make Bangladesh a more attractive destination for investors
worldwide.

The changes in the RMG industry in recent years have been positive, however this OSH Day is also an opportunity to spread the safety message to every
sector nationwide.

We are confident that this celebration will mark the opening of a new chapter in Occupational Safety and Health in Bangladesh. And we look forward to it
being built upon in coming years to bring real awareness of the benefils workplace safety can bring.

Benoit-Pierre Laramée Leoni Margaretha Cuelenaere Alison Blake
High Commissioner of Canada to Bangladesh Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Bangladesh British High Commissioner to Bangladesh
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